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You helped raise over €33,985 for 
children’s projects in 2019.
THANK YOU!

FEATURED INSIDE:
Ar Fud na Tíre, Children’s Day of Mission Prayer,  
Competition Winners and Runners-up!



You gave brighter days to so many children!
A big thank you for supporting the Society of 
Missionary Children in 2019. You helped raise 
a whopping €33,985! This money was used to 
support children’s projects in some of the most 
disadvantaged communities in the world. You 
gave brighter days to so many girls and boys! 

Your prayers and generosity meant we  
could help children in Côte d’Ivoire during  
2019. Côte d’Ivoire may not be as well known  
to you as other African countries - so we marked 
it on the map! 

Keep reading, as we journey to Côte d’Ivoire…

THE REPUBLIC OF CÔTE D’IVOIRE (Ivory Coast in 
English) is a country in West Africa. A sub-Saharan 
country, the climate of Côte d’Ivoire is generally 
warm and humid, ranging from equatorial in the 
south to tropical in the middle and semi-arid in the 
far north. There are three seasons in Côte d’Ivoire: 
warm and dry (November to March), hot and dry 
(March to May), and hot and wet (June to October). 
Temperatures average between 25 and 32 °C
Côte d’Ivoire is shaped like a square. It borders the 
Gulf of Guinea to the south and five other African 
nations. Liberia is to the southwest, Guinea to the 
northwest, Mali to the north-northwest, Burkina 
Faso to the north-northeast, and Ghana to the east. 
You can see Côte d’Ivoire on the map with the Gulf 
of Guinea (into the Atlantic Ocean) below it.

Côte d’Ivoire has a large timber industry due 
to its large forests but there has been a lot of 
concern that rainforests are being destroyed at an 
extremely fast rate. The only forest left completely 
untouched in Côte d’Ivoire is Taï National Park. This 
is a 3,600 km2 area in the country’s far southwest 
that is home to over 150 species including 
the endangered Pygmy Hippopotamus and 11 
endangered species of monkeys. Côte d’Ivoire is 
the world’s largest producer of cocoa. It also grows 
crops like coffee, bananas, and oil palms.

You might know a lot about Côte d’Ivoire 
already but did you know…
•	 It has the largest 

Church in the world! 
The Basilica of Our 
Lady of Peace of 
Yamoussoukro can hold 
up to 18,000 people.

•	 Didier Drogba is probably 
the most famous person 
from here. The Chelsea 
striker was born in 
Abidjan and represented 
his country 104 times, 
scoring 65 goals!

•	 It boasts FOUR 
Unesco World 
Heritage Sites, 
yes, FOUR! The 
historic town of 
Grand-Bassam 
(once a colonial trading post), Comoe 
National Park, Taï National Park, and Mount 
Nimba, which rises above the surrounding 
Savannah. The mountain is covered by 
dense forest which is home to a rich variety 
of flora and fauna, including chimpanzees.

A pygmy hippopotamus 
in the Taï National Park, 
Côte d’Ivoire

A woman selling bananas  
in Côte d’Ivoire

Some coffee 
beans from  
Côte d’Ivoire 

Cocoa beans from Côte d’Ivoire 
which is used to make chocolate! 



CÔTE D’IVOIRE!
We sometimes forget how lucky we are to have 
such nice schools with modern classrooms (cool 
teachers of course!) and maybe even lunchrooms 
or canteens! Fr. Jean-Claude in Yamoussoukro 
wanted to help young girls in the Tié-Ndiékro 
School in the parish of St Peter of Raviart. The 
area is very rural, and the girls use to travel long 
distances to reach their school. This left them 
very vulnerable to strangers, so Fr. Jean-Claude 
built a home for the girls to stay in, so they did 
not have to travel anymore. This would keep 
them safe and allow them to concentrate on their 
studies. There is an old African proverb which 
says when you educate a girl, you educate a 
nation (you might like to look up what it means). 
Over 100 girls now live in the home and study 
in the school, but Fr Jean-Claude needed help to 
feed them all. Your donations in 2019 helped Fr 
Jean-Claude build a brand-new canteen, which 
now feeds the girls during lunch and dinner.
Many more children were helped in the Diocese 
of Bondoukou too! For many of us in school in 
Ireland, we can learn about God’s love for us 
from our teachers and by using Grow in Love 
and other great books. Not all children are lucky 
enough to go to school or to hear about God’s 
love through school. In many countries, children 
go to special classes or special days organised 
by their parishes. Over 8,000 children took part 
in these very special days across the Diocese 
of Bondoukou thanks to your support and 
donations!

JORDAN!
You may remember in 2019 we 
wrote to you about a seven year 
old girl called Sandra? Sandra was 
forced to flee her home in Iraq, due 
to war, and is a refugee in Jordan. 
Marka is a struggling, disadvantaged 
neighbourhood in Amman, the capital 
of Jordan. Fr Khalil Jaar 
opened the door of the 
Marka School to refugees 
like Sandra and hundreds 
more where they could get 
free education, some food 
and some spiritual care. Fr 
Khalil needed your help to 
care for children like Sandra 
so we asked if you could say our Mission Prayer for 
them and if you could organise a fundraiser for books 
or snacks in the school. And you did!!!!

UGANDA!
The Daughters of St. 
Theresa is a congregation 
of nuns in Fort Portal 
Diocese in Uganda. They 
work extremely hard to run 
a school there but there 
was a problem. The school 
has 486 girls and 273 boys, 
and they were all sharing 
the same block of toilets. 
This was causing a lot of 
girls to drop out of school 
and stay at home because 
they were uncomfortable 
and embarrassed to share the toilets with the boys. 
The school also had to collect its own water for the 
toilets and washroom, so the missionary sisters 
wrote to us and asked if we could help. Thanks to 
your donations, we were able to send the sisters 
enough money to build brand new toilets for the 
girls and an incredibly special water tank which 
harvests rainwater. This tank turns the rainwater 
into safe drinking water, and it is then redistributed 
to another tank for water in the toilets and 
washroom. How fantastic is that! 

This is the flag of Côte d’Ivoire. You might be mistaken and think it is the same 
flag as the Republic of Ireland but look again! Their flag is orange, white and 
green. The orange recalls the colour of their rich and generous soil and their 
country’s desire to blossom. The white stands for peace and the green stands for 
hope in the future as well as a reminder of their luxurious forests.

What your prayers & donations supported!

OUR MISSION PRAYER
Lord, 

May all children
In the world
Share loveShare friendship and liveIn the peace

Of your love
Now and forever 

AmenWill you pray  
our mission  
prayer?

Sandra in the  
Marka School for  
Refugees. 

Fr Khalil sharing snacks with 
Sandra and the other children 
in the Marka School. 

Sr Joan Masendi from the 
Daughters of St. Theresa sent 
us photos of the new toilets 
being built with your donations 
and the new toilet block when 
it was completed!



COLOURING COMPETITIONS!
We love to receive the photos from the  
winners and runners-up in our colouring  
competitions. Can you spot yourself?

AR FUD NA TÍRE

As you know, our National 
Secretary, Julieann Moran, loves 
to visit schools to share stories 
about our work and the children 
you have helped. Here she is on a 
visit to St. Ronan’s Primary School, 
Newry, Co. Down in November 
2019 with another special visitor 
on the day – Archbishop Eamon 
Martin! Eva and Conal helped Mr 
Donaghy, St Ronan’s principal, to 
present a cheque to Missionary 
Children.

If you’d like us to visit your school, call us on 01 4972035 or 
email us at missionarychildren@wmi.ie  

The First Communion Class of 2019 in 
Pullough National School, Tullamore 
sent us this lovely photograph from 
their special day with their teacher 
Ms Kearns, Fr PJ and Fr Aidan. Each 
of the children made a contribution 
to Missionary Children from the 
money they received on the day, 
so thank you very much Pullough 
National School!

Rosemount National School in 
Moate sent us their photo from 
their First Holy Communion 
Day. Their teacher, Ms Farrell, 
sent us a lovely letter telling us 
that the boys and girls wanted 
to help children in other parts 
of the world with some of their 
Communion money. 

Beth, Gortletteragh National 
School, Co. Leitrim Ben, St John the Baptist Primary School, Co. Fermanagh 

Dylan, Ballymacrickett  
Primary School, Co. Antrim 

Holly, Knockaclarig  
National School, Co. Kerry 

Ryan, Drumcrave National 
School, Co. Cavan 

Thomas, Our Lady of  
Mercy School, Sligo 

Padraic from St Brigid’s  
Special School, Co. Westmeath 

mailto:missionarychildren@wmi.ie


Children’s Day of Mission Prayer 
On Friday, 11th October, Children’s Day of Mission 
Prayer was held throughout the country. Some of you 
sent us your photos from the day…

We also held a central celebration in the Cathedral 
of the Assumption, Thurles, Co. Tipperary. Hundreds 
of children came together from the schools around 
Thurles to pray for children around the world. 
Archbishop Kieran O’Reilly was a missionary priest in 
many countries in Africa before he became a Bishop 
and we were so lucky to hear some stories about his 
time as a missionary. 

We also had a great time singing the Alleluia before 
we heard the Gospel story from Archbishop Kieran! 
He invited us all to sing, clap and dance the Alleluia 
in the same way he remembered from his time in 
Liberia and Nigeria. We were also incredibly lucky to 
have a special guest to meet and greet all the children 
from Thurles after the prayer service. Éirinn the 
Lamb travelled all the way from Galway so she could 
be with us on the day! Everyone wanted their photo 
taken with Éirinn, even Fr Vincent and Sr Essie!

1.  Drummin National School in Westport, Co Mayo on Children’s 
Day of Mission Prayer, Friday, 11th October 2019

2.  Cloggernagh National School in Castlebar, Co. Mayo celebrated 
Children’s Day of Mission Prayer

3.  Athleague National School, Co. Roscommon celebrating 
Children’s Day of Mission Prayer
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Archbishop Kieran shared stories from his time in Africa and 
explained to us all how the Kente Cloth he used on the table 
with our candles hold special meanings. They inspire feelings 
and memories. They represent an ancient visual language 
passed down from generation to generation.

Éirinn the Lamb enjoyed the sunshine outside Thurles 
Cathedral on Children’s Day of Mission Prayer.

Sr Essie travelled from Killaloe Diocese to 
celebrate Children’s Day of Mission Prayer 
and also got to meet Éirinn the Lamb! Fr Vincent got to meet Éirinn the Lamb.
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Do you have a  
Blue Mission Globe  
in your classroom? 
We want to continue making a 
difference in 2020. So, why not 
pop some pocket money into it, 
or hold a fundraiser? 

If you need help returning funds, 
call us on 01 497 2035.

On behalf of the Society of Missionary Children, I would like to thank 
the many children, teachers, parents, and parishes who support us. 
Your generosity is both humbling and appreciated. 

Your prayers and donations really make a difference!
Julieann Moran 
National Secretary for the Society of Missionary Children

1.  The theme for Children’s Day of Mission Prayer was Together 
We Are Mission so everyone brought a picture of togetherness 
with them for Archbishop Kieran to see and bless.

2.  Some of the pupils from Moycarkey National School brought 
their pictures of togetherness to the sanctuary to share them 
with Archbishop Kieran.

3. Pupils from Moycarkey National School loved meeting Éirinn after 
the prayer service.

4. Pupils from Scoil Angela meeting Éirinn after the prayer service.
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