
Welcome to the World 
Meeting of Families 

Pastoral Congress, and thank 
you for visiting the World 
Missions Ireland stand. We’re 
so honoured to be part of this 
historical celebration - and to 
be able to share it with you!

You’re one of over 37,000 
pilgrims who have journeyed 
from near and far to be here. 
Perhaps in 1979 you also made 
a similar journey to celebrate 
Saint Pope John Paul II’s 
visit? What an unforgettable 
occasion! So fondly and vividly 
remembered in the hearts and 
minds of so many. We’ve no doubt 
that Pope Francis will leave an 
impact just as lasting and strong!

In World Missions Ireland we 
have an added reason for our 
excitement in welcoming Pope 
Francis - He is our patron. In 
fact, World Missions Ireland 

is the Church’s official charity 
for overseas mission. We’re 
part of a worldwide network of 
over 120 charities, originally 
known as the Pontifical Mission 
Societies. Many of our officces 
now go by the name ‘Missio’.

matters
Holy Father welcome to Ireland! Thank you for inspiring 
missionaries throughout the world to share God’s love.

Fr Martin Kelly, WMI Director, shares a 
warm handshake with Pope Francis in Rome, 
May 2018.
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Many charities in the Pontifical Mission 
Societies are known as ‘Missio’. 

Smiling children from the Badjao 
Community in the Philippines, 
who are being helped through the 
generosity of our supporters.

To make a gift please ring us on 01 497 2035
World Missions Ireland, 64 Lwr Rathmines Rd Dublin 6. CHY: 2318

www.wmi.ie | info@wmi.ie | 01 497 2035

Through prayer & kindness, we are all missionaries.

From all in World Missions Ireland we send a heartfelt 

thank you
Last year - because of people like you - we sent over €1.8 million to some 
of the most marginalised, disadvantaged communities in the developing 

world. Your kindness will continue to make a lasting difference 
in the lives of these people.



The theme guiding the World 
Meeting of Families is, ‘The 

Gospel of the Family: Joy for 
the World’.  At our stand we’re 
also celebrating this theme 
through our digital ‘Family 
Album’. It’s a collection of over 
1,200 drawings submitted by 
children and families. Afterall, 
what better way to express 
the art of living together 
than actually through art!

It’s well known that Pope 
Francis embraces creativity; 
in fact he says that ‘artists 
make the world better’. With 
this in mind we asked the girls 
and boys of Ireland to enter 
a very special competition. 

We invited pupils from over 
3,000 schools to design him a 
set of vestments. We were blown 
away by the standard - but one 
entry really jumped out, Jane 
Boland’s from Carrig National 
School. It depicts so much that’s 
positive and important in our 
ever changing world – creativity, 

community, embracing cultures, 
nature, and technology. 

Her winning design 
was sent to Solivari tailors in 
Bergamo, Italy and created into 
life-sized vestments. One set is 
displayed on our stand, the other 
will be gifted to Pope Francis 
as a truly unique souvenir!

But most of all we’re celebrating 
our missionary brothers and 
sisters who dedicate their lives 
to some of the most vulnerable 
communities in our world. This 
can be seen on our mission video 
with RTE journalist Charlie Bird. 

May the Lord reward you richly 
for remebering our missionaries 
and those they serve!

Blessings from the WMI Team



Spreading faith, hope and love!
Through the generosity of our 

supporters, World Missions 
Ireland (and our fellow international 
charities) go to the grass roots to 
really help struggling communities 
in the developing world.  

Together we are empowering 
local people to form sustainable 
communities of faith, hope and love.  
We’re reaching out to vulnerable 

children through educational, 
medical and welfare programmes. 
We’re training future priests, sisters 
and catechists, and educating 
the faithful about mission. 

All of this work is done through 
the four main societies that make 
up our organisation - and it’s 
because of our supporters that 
they can achieve so much!

On the second last Sunday of October, every Church, in every parish 
across the globe celebrates Mission Sunday. We do it to support the 

fearless and selfless work of missionaries - our brothers and sisters who 
live shoulder-to-shoulder with people in need, directly in communities 
that are struggling and often war-torn. 

It’s a day to fully appreciate the dedication of these people who are there 
before, during and after any crisis. 

It’s also the one Sunday in the year that 
Pope Francis directly asks for your extra 
generosity so that faith, hope and love may 
continue to be spread to every corner of 
our planet. 

This October, World Missions Ireland 
has many ways you can show your support for 
mission - be it through action, giving or prayer! Keep an eye on 
our social media channels, and in your Church and parish for the perfect 
way to get involved. Together let’s make October’s Mission Month as 
memorable as Pope Francis’ visit!

Propagation of the Faith caring for 
our Church & sending missionaries. 

POF is the largest aid agency for mission 
in the catholic Church & it supports over 
1,069 mission dioceses. It’s responsible for 
the building of new Churches 
& supporting communities 
where the Church is young 
& poverty is severe.

Missionary Union of Priests, Religious & 
Laity nurturing missionary spirit.

PMU promotes an awareness of mission 
& a spirit of unity.  In February we publish  
the  ‘Prayers & Reflections’ booklet. It 

encourages prayer & spiritual 
reflection, & provides comfort 
to the sick & elderly.  We also 
ask users of the booklet to 
pray for missionaries.

Society of Missionary 
Children supporting the 
physical, spiritual & educational 
well-being of children.

SMC provides healthcare & education 
for some of the world’s poorest children 
- regardless of their background or belief. 
SMC supports these vulnerable children 
with programmes that fulfil their practical 
and spiritual needs.

St Peter Apostle training 
priests & sisters overseas.

SPA supports the training of future 
brothers, priests & sisters in mission dioceses 
overseas - many of these dioceses 
struggle to provide basic facilities and 
resources to students. The SPA is currently 
supporting students from over 150 
countries.

Blessings from the WMI Team



Smiling children from the Badjao 
Community in the Philippines, 
who are being helped through the 
generosity of our supporters.

It doesn’t matter who or where you are - you can be a missionary. 
Through offering your prayers or time to those who need it.  
Or by giving what you can, no matter how little, to help continue the 

life-transforming work of our missionaries overseas.

To make a gift please ring us on 01 497 2035
World Missions Ireland, 64 Lwr Rathmines Rd Dublin 6. CHY: 2318

www.wmi.ie | info@wmi.ie | 01 497 2035

Through prayer & kindness, we are all missionaries.

From all in World Missions Ireland we send a heartfelt 

thank you
Last year - because of people like you - we sent over €1.8 million to some 
of the most marginalised, disadvantaged communities in the developing 

world. Your kindness will continue to make a lasting difference 
in the lives of these people.

Every Church, every Parish & YOU helping to change lives!



Mission Sunday is celebrated to help support the fearless work of our 
missionaries overseas. It’s the one Sunday in the year that Pope Francis  
asks for your extra generosity so that hope and love can be given to people 
who live in fear, turmoil and uncertainty. 

This Mission Sunday please can you dig a little deeper 
and pray a little stronger? 

Every Church, every Parish & YOU helping to change lives!



OCTOBER IS
MISSION MONTH

On the second last Sunday of October, every Church, in every parish 
across the globe celebrates Mission Sunday. We do it to support the 

fearless and selfless work of missionaries - our brothers and sisters who 
live shoulder-to-shoulder with people in need, directly in communities 
that are struggling and often war-torn. 

It’s a day to fully appreciate the dedication of these people who are there 
before, during and after any crisis. 

It’s also the one Sunday in the year that 
Pope Francis directly asks for your extra 
generosity so that faith, hope and love may 
continue to be spread to every corner of 
our planet. 

This October, World Missions Ireland 
has many ways you can show your support for 
mission - be it through action, giving or prayer! Keep an eye on 
our social media channels, and in your Church and parish for the perfect 
way to get involved. Together let’s make October’s Mission Month as 
memorable as Pope Francis’ visit!


