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You helped raise over €14,671
For children’s projects in 2020

Thank You!

Children Helping Children



YOu GaVe BriGHter daYs tO  
sO ManY CHiLdren!

A big thank you for supporting the Society of 
Missionary Children in 2020. You helped raise 
a superb €14,671! This money was used to 
support children’s projects in some of the most 
disadvantaged communities in the world. You 
gave brighter days to so many girls and boys! 

Your prayers and generosity meant we could help 
children in Burkina Faso during 2020. Burkina 
Faso may not be as well known to you as other 
African countries - so we marked it on the map! 

Keep reading, as we journey to Burkina Faso…

BurKina FasO is a sub-Saharan 
country in West Africa. It is landlocked, which 
means it has no coastline. Burkina Faso has 
a tropical climate. The summers are hot and 
wet and the winters are warm and dry. There 
are plains and hills in the West and Southeast 
of the country. The land in the South is green 
with forests and fruit trees and the land in the 
North is desert. The neighbouring countries 
to Burkina Faso are Mali, Niger, Benin, Togo, 
Ghana, and Côte d’Ivoire. You can see Burkina 
Faso on the map of Africa below.

Although Burkina Faso is one of the poorest 
countries in Africa, it has many natural 
resources including gold, limestone, marble, 
manganese, pumice, and salt. Burkina Faso 
produces cotton, peanuts, shea nuts, sesame, 
corn, and rice. It is the world’s largest 
producer of cotton.

Burkina Faso has four national parks, many 
reserves, and protected forests. The Nazinga 
Reserve protects the most elephants in West 
Africa. It is close to the capital Ouagadougou. 
Some of the natural wonders of Burkina Faso 
include the Cascades de Karfiguela (waterfalls 
along the Komoe River) and the peaks of 
Sindou, which are rock formations that were 
underwater millions of years ago. The ruins of 
Loropeni are the ruins of an ancient fortress 
in Burkina Faso and are listed as a World 
Heritage Site.

A herd of 
elephants in 
the Nazinga 
Reserve, 
Burkina Faso

The Cascades 
de Karfiguela 
in Burkina Faso

The Peaks of Sindou in Burkina Faso



WHat YOur 

suPPOrted!
Peacebuilding
Mahatma Gandhi once said, ‘if 
we are to reach real peace in this 
world, we shall have to begin 
with children.’ Donations from 
children in Ireland helped more 
than 17,000 children in Burkina Faso 
to receive peacebuilding training and education. 
Burkina Faso has been shaken by terrorist attacks. 
Unfortunately, this has caused hundreds of deaths 
and thousands of people to become refugees. 
This level of violence and insecurity only sows 
seeds for further mistrust, hatred, and violence. 
But, with financial support, Fr. Dieudonné Nana 
in the diocese of Koudougou has been providing 
meals and peacebuilding education to children. 
Fr. Dieudonné hopes this will bring a culture of 
peace and tolerance to the country and allow the 
children to grow up safely.

Protecting  
the Rights of  
Children
The Sisters of the  
Nativity in Koudougou  
believe in protecting the rights of the street children 
they are working with each day. They welcome 
these children into their convent and provide 
education, food, water, clothing, and medicine. They 
take as much care as they can of the children and 
try to look after their mental health and wellbeing 
too. Many of these street children are orphaned 
refugees from Côte d’Ivoire or have been separated 
from their families. Funds raised by children in 
Ireland helped the Sisters of the Nativity to continue 
providing this much needed care. 

Drinking Water
In the parish of d’Imasgo many of the 
children attend Sunday School at the 
Children’s Awakening Centre. However, 
the centre did not have safe drinking 
water. More than 200 children and 
their parents use the centre regularly. 
Donations from Ireland provided the 
centre with a new borehole and water tower so 
they could all have access to clean, cool, water.

Prayers & Donations 

Dear Friends,
What an unusual way for our school year 
to draw to a close again this year. I do 
hope you continue to keep safe and well. 
On a personal note, I miss the volume 
of emails, letters, competition entries, 
and school visits so much. I especially 
miss the interaction with the children 
and the great questions they ask when 
I visit. I would like to thank you for your 
continued engagement and support of 
Missionary Children throughout 2020 
even though you had so many challenges 
to overcome. I am sure there were times 
you felt overwhelmed by the conditions, 
but please God, things will improve and 
our next school year will be a happy and 
safe environment for everyone. 

I hope you enjoyed all the activities The 
Society of Missionary Children invited 
your school to take part in during the 
year? These included our colouring 
competitions, our prayers and activities 
during the Mission Month of October, our 
Lent and Advent Activity Calendars, and 
much more. 

With your support and fundraising 
efforts, we did so much for children in the 
developing world in 2020. You provided 
spiritual and physical support, helping 
children in some of the most remote parts 
of the world. The prayers and generosity 
of the children you work with really 
brought our motto ‘Children Helping 
Children’ to life!

I would like to wish you  
all a summer filled with 
family moments to 
cherish, fun activities, 
sunshine and safety.

Yours in missionary spirit,

Julieann Moran
National Secretary for Missionary Children



COLOurinG 
COMPetitiOns!
We love to receive the photos from the winners  
and runners-up in our colouring competitions.  
Can you spot yourself?

Brandon with Ms Carey, 
St Hilda’s Special 
School, Athlone 

Erin, Bunscoil na 
Toirbhirte, Cork

Jamie, St Peter and St 
Pauls National School, 
Horseleap, Moate

Jenna, St Paul’s PS 
Fermanagh

Joseph, our youngest 
entry, from the Focolare 
Movement

Joseph with his brothers 
Thomas, Cillian, and Matthew, 
from the Focolare Movement

Lydia, Killury National School, 
Tralee

Rosa, St Baithin’s National 
School, Donegal

Zusanna and Ms Sheane,  
St John of God National School, 
Waterford

ar Fud na tíre

The First Holy Communion Class of 2020 in Mullahoran 
Primary School sent us this lovely photograph after they 
donated to Missionary Children from the money they 
received on their special day. Thank you Mullahoran 
Primary School for your very generous donation, which 
will make a difference to the lives of children somewhere 
else in the world. 

Christmas Jumpers and Mad Hair day
Our very good friends in Kiltormer National School love taking 
part in Mad Hair Day each October, but with schools open and shut 
throughout the year, they combined another one of their favourite 
days to raise funds for Missionary Children – Christmas Jumper Day! 
Thank you so much Kiltormer National School for your continued 
generosity, which changes the lives of so many children in need.



What’s this logo?
to find out more, keep reading…

Children’s day of 
Mission Prayer and 
the Mission Month  
of October 
Celebrations for Mission Month were very different in 2020. Sadly, with COVID-19, we could not 
hold a physical celebration on Children’s Day of Mission Prayer anywhere, but we did have weekly 
videos of children from around the country praying together, while staying apart safely. Each week, 
we prayed for children on a different continent in the world. 

Missionary Children would like to thank the children and staff of St Ronan’s Primary School, Newry 
and the children and families from the Combined Catholic Parishes of Clondalkin, Dublin for 
their wonderful contribution to Mission Month and Children’s Day of Mission Prayer in particular, 
which took place on Friday, 9th October 2020. We look forward to being able to gather safely for 
Children’s Day of Mission Prayer in 2021.



do you have 
a Blue Mission 
Globe in your 
classroom? 
We want to continue making a 
difference in 2021 so, please continue to 
support us whatever way you can! 

If you need help returning funds, call 
us on +353 (0)1 497 2035 or email 
schools@missio.ie 

We Are Changing but our Mission and Motto 
Remains the Same!
The Society of Missionary Children is the Pope’s official children’s charity for overseas mission. Each 
year, the society helps millions of children in thousands of educational, medical and welfare projects 
worldwide. Being universal in character, the projects tend to the needs of all children, regardless of 
their backgrounds or beliefs, living out the all-embracing nature of the Catholic Church.

Our parent organisation is known as World Missions Ireland, but we are part of a global network 
serving the Church in over 120 countries and, internationally, many of our offices are known as Missio. 
To harness the energy of the Missio family, World Missions Ireland is becoming Missio Ireland.

Don’t worry! All that is changing is our name. Our mission and motto, made possible by you, remains 
the same: ‘Children Helping Children’.

Without you, we would not be able to support children and child-centred projects run by overseas 
missionaries through all the challenges, struggles and hardships. So, thank you for your continued 
support. We look forward to working with you, as our partners on mission, in the coming years!

If you would like to find out more about our name change, please do not hesitate to get in touch with 
our National Secretary, Julieann Moran, at +353 (0)1 497 2035 or schools@missio.ie 

Our MissiOn PraYer
Lord, 
May all children
In the world
Share love
Share friendship and live
In the peace
Of your love
Now and forever. Amen.

Children Helping Children

On behalf of the Society of Missionary Children, we would like 
to thank the many children, teachers, parents, and parishes who 
support us. Your generosity is both humbling and appreciated. 

Your prayers and donations really make a difference!

Missio Ireland, 64 Lower Rathmines Road, Dublin, D06 N2H1
+353 (0)1 497 2035                schools@missio.ie                www.missio.ie

mailto:schools@missio.ie
http://www.missio.ie

